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Ir is with peculiar pleaſure, Gentlemen, that, 

1 meet you in a place which ought to be the 
Jaſylum of public virtue and manly indepen- 
Fdence; the patron of every generous reforma- 
Ftion; the open and avowed enemy of civil and 
Ireligious tyranny, Upon other occaſions I 
might have contented myſelf with barely ſtat- 
ing the expedience of the preſent meaſure ; 
here I ſhall expatiate in a wider field, and call 
your attention to the great principles of politi- 
cal ſociety, as if, before the firſt tribunal in 
Ithe world, I were pleading the cauſe of human 
nature againſt the advocates of Oppreſſion. 
The end and obje@ of all political ſociety 
pre the happineſs and ſecurity of the whole; 
che means are theſe regulations which have been 
I | found 
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und agreeable to the wiftom and experience 
of the people; the condudt of rulers may in 
deed be warped from this great end to low and 
illiberal ſelfiſhneſs, and mankind, from igno- 
rance or indolence, may tolerate the abuſe ; 
but nothing can deſtroy the claim ; and the 
pride and folly of individuals might as well 
pretend | to engroſs the air, the light, the warmth, 

of heaven, as juſtly as to confine all powers and 
privileges of government to that narrow circle 
which has in moſt countries monopolized them. 
Wich this view of things I ſhall never carry 


the merited reſpe& I bear to nobles, magiſ= 
trades, or kings themſelyes, into any ſpecies of 


idolatry ; I ſhall never miſtake the inſtrument 
for the end, or confound the good and ſafety of 
mankind with the intereſt of particular bodicy 
or the ambition of individuals. Neither magil- 
trate nor ſovereign bas any natural claim to als 


Jegiance ; while he executes the duties of his 


office, confarmably to the will of thoſe wha 
have appointed him, he deſerves reſpett, eſteem, 
and ſupport ; the inſtant he deviates from theſ 
and cunyerts his power to private inſtead 9 
public ends, he i is no more to be endured. than a 
mortification, pecauſe i it has begun i in ſome noble 
or uſeful argan of the bogy. i 

What l am now advancing is equally agrees 
able to the digates of reaſon and the prattic 
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rience] of the Engliſh Conſtitution. Many tnflancks | 
ay in- may be brought from hiſtory, of kings who 
o and have been ſolemnly depoſed, for not performing 
igno- the duties of their office, or for infringing the 
abuſe ; libeftics of the people. But the laſt great S- 
nd the] volution of our government is a decifive pre- 
s well tedent,; that fubjeRs may alter their rulers, and 
warmth} that Kinos Must EXPECT ALLEGIANCE NO 
ers and} LonGEeR THAN THEY DESERVE IT. 
circle Gentlemen, I will not conſume your time 
them.“ Vith ſtudied panegyries upon the extellente of 
r carry] +hat Conſtitution under which we live; this only 
magiſ- 1 will dbſerve, that no ſyſtem can be imagined 
cies off tore conſiſtent with natural rights; none, in 
which they have been more thotoughly Inveſti- _ 
gated, or more accurately defined. | 
In other: bountries} the cadſes and pretexts of 
oppreſſion ire thoſe diſctetionary powers with 
Which the ſupreme magiſtrate is inveſted, fot 
the uſe of which he is accouritable to Nees 
alone: With us no diſeretionary powet, which | 
dan affeft the life, the propetty, or the liberty, 
of an individual, is permitted to the ſovereign 
himſelf. We have a right to ſpeak our ſenti- 
ments with a tempered, but an honeft boldneſs ; * 
ho reſtraint can be put upon our perſonal free. 
dom, unleſs we have committed crimes which | 
make us unworthy to enjoy it; nor ean our 
property be wreſted from us, under the plea of 
ſtate 
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ſtate neceſſity, without at leaſt the appearance of 
our own conſent. And leſt the laws themſelves, 
| by being too near the influence of the ſupreme 
magiſtrate, ſhould be perverted. to our annoy- 
ance, it is provided that not the meaneſt wretch 
that begs his bread ſhall be obnoxious to the 
public vengeance, without the conſent” of his 
equals. 

Ves, Gentlemen, I repeat it, becauſe it is a 
glorious privilege which cannot be too often 
mentioned to you; that, not all the rich, the 


great, the powerful, of this nation, in a conſpi- 


racy for that purpoſe, can eppreſs the meaneſt 
of this aſſembly, ſo long as he ſhall appear in- 
nocent to a jury of his fellow-citizens, and 
they ſhall dare to exert their own undoubted 
; privilege of aſcertaining both law and fact. 

If there neededany additional proof, I would 
refer you to thoſe great original charters of 
our freedom which have been forced from our 
unwilling kings, and confirmed at every period 
of our hiſtory :—I would refer you to the De- 
claration of Rights, that renovation of our Con- 
ſtitution, which is the baſis of the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment; and which, I do affirm, not all the 
united force of the Legiſlature can reſcind or 
overturn, withaut, at the ſame time, diſſolving the 
government, and forfeiting all title to allegiance. 

Should 
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Shotild it be aſked, why 1 introduce theft 


things in an afſembly which is convened for the 
expreſs purpoſe» of petitioning: for a reform in 


the public expenditure; this is my anſwer; There 


is no one privilege of this people which has not 


been publicly called in queſtion; nor one which 
will not be wreſted from them, if they are con- 


tented to reſign it. All abuſes ariſe either from 258 | 


the ignorance of mankind, in reſpect to what 


they may juſtly claim, or from their indolence 
in aſſerting that claim; he therefore that would 
ſave, muſt firſt enlighten; I know no method 
more effettual to preſerve a: nation from arbi- 


trary deſign on the one hand; and from fattious 
councils on the other, than to teach it the pre- 
eiſe extent and boundary of its own rights. 

Men that have either property or privileges 


are always attentive to preſerve them, and inte- 
reſted to ſupport that government which main- 
tains them; while flaves and beggars; to whom 


neither the world, nor the world's law, is a friend; 


are always ripe for change, and * to throw 


all things into confuſion, 

Beſides, when after all the waſte of blood the 
treaſure, which the preſent calamitous war has 
occaſioned, we are ealled upon to riſque the 
laſt ſtake we poſleſs for the ſervice of our coun- 
try, it ſurely becomes us to enquire, whether we 


have a country: for 1 do not call the air we 
| breathe, 


| breathes nor the foil we nid upon, a countty, 


nor the ſcanty fate which ſupports you for daily 


'toils; BUT I ALI THAT A CounTaY, 1N 


WHICH MEN POSSESS' AN EQUAL SHARE IN 
THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT, AND RAI 
LEGES WHICH AKE/ENVIOLARLE he there- 
fore that lays before you the noble rights which 
are inherent in you, as Engliſhmen, ftimulates 
you molt effeQually to their defence; 
I now, Gentlemen, enter upon the more im- 
mediate / occaſion of the preſent aſſembly, the 


grievances of the nation, and their probable 


means of redreſs ; and that I may the more 
clearly expreſs. my ſentiments upon the ſubjełt, 
I muſt purſue them to their natural ſouree. The 
natural and conſtitutional defence of this coun- 
ery has, during many ages, conſiſted in its Par- 
liaments. The glorious ſtruggles which thoſe 
illuſtrious bodies had repeatedly made in favour 
of the people, the conſtant vigilance-which they 
had oppoled to the xncroOACHMENTS OF 


Tux CROWN, left our anceſtors no room to 


imagine, that a time might come WHEN THEIR 
RETXESENTATIVES WOULD SURRENDER UP 
ALL THOSE PRIVILEGES THEY WERE CRO 
SEN- TO DEFEND, into thoſe very hands againſd 
which they were choſen to defend them, and no 


precaution was taken againſt am evil which was 
not 2 
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Charles 1I. whoſe name in cn wich that 
of every Stuart I deteſi, ſet che firſt example: f 
public corruption 1 a prattice which bas dern 


Our kings, grown wiſe by the misfortunes of 


We bave ſeen wars begun and waged, not for 
 - the ſafety or intereſt of the people, but ftom the | 
_ felfiſh views and ambition of the Crown; out _ 


- N 7 
p 4 5 £ 
5 * 
1 5 9 * : 
” R 
1 8 
: ' 
* 
= . : . 


too ſucreſsfully adomed in ſucceeding reigns. 


their predeceſſors, no longer attempted the . 
berties of their ſuhjects by open violence; but 
attacked them by the more ſecret and pernicious 
method of :unDErRMiNING THE Contrivus 
'T10N 3 and the immenſe revenues of; which the 
Crown has been leſt the unqueſtiohed diftvibul 
tor, has enabled it ro conaurr THE NA 


rRnESZUTATIVES OF ru Prot; und t 


poiſon the fountains of public ſafety at dit 

very ſource. Since that pernicious eng the 
evils under which we now labour have been yes. - 
newed or increaſed with every returning ſeſfionk, 


burthens increaſed beyond our abilities to beat 
them, and without any hopes of their ever be 
coming lighter, increaſed till private opulence; 
induſtry, and commerce, are at an end. A vas 
riety of acts, all tending to abridge the Po- 
tic Liszary, have been impoſed. Among 


theſe I ſhall enumerate che Rror Act; made: 


as was pretended, to ſerve a temporaty purpoſe, | 
but, like every other OVPRESSION,: rendered _ 
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perpetual; the Gamez Laws, by which the great 
body of the people is diſarmed, although it is an 
expreſs article of the Declaration of Rights, Tn AN 
SUBJECTS MAY HAVE ARMS FOR. THEIR DE- 
"FENCE ; and the Exc is E, that ſyſtem of public 
.robbery, which now extends to every article of 
neceſſity and convenience, by which the moſt 
innocent and indifferent adions of our lives are 
ſubjedted to controul. But the moſt daring 
violation of our rights, is that inramous Acer; 
by which a Parliament is now permitted to en- 
dure s EVEN YEARS, by whieh the creatures and 
ſervants of the People took upon them to extend 
the term of their on delegated exiſtence, and 
curtail their elettors of more than half their pre- 
rogatives, although it is evident they might as well 
have voted themſelves: perpetual ditators, and 
levelled the whole Conſtitution at a ſingle ſtroke. 
To complete the whole, a SrAN DIN Army 
that peſt of human ſociety, that baneful engine 
which has never failed to annihilate the liberties 
of every country where it was once admitted, is 
now interwoven with the government, and be- 
come a continually 1NcREASING EVIL. 
- Thus, in the latter ages of the Roman empire; 
all thoſe offices of truſt and honour which uſed 
to invigorate the whole Republic, were concen- 
trated in the perſon of the Emperor, ſo, in the 
Britiſh Government, with the forms, but againſi 
the 
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the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, have many of our 

moſt material rights and immunities been ſurren- 

dered to the Crown. To the Crown belongs 

the diſpoſition of bonours and emoluments ; the 

immenſe influence ariſing from the army, the 
navy, the exciſe, and the civil liſt ; the rights of 
peace and war, and the diſpoſal of all the armed 
force in the kingdom: to us is leſt the taſk of 
PAVYLING SOLDIERS TO EN SLAVE, 
AND REPRESENTATIVES. TO BE. 
TRAY; accompanied with the mournful ſpec 


cle of ſeeing all our rights put up to public” ON 


audtion, once in ſeven years. Nor let any one 


here confound the jealouſy of the office win 


diſreſpect for the perſon: of our ſovereign ; the 
objects are in their own nature as different'as 
can be conceived ; and the greateſt idolater of + 
the private virtues of a king, may be the moſt 
rigid inquiſitor of the leaſt augmentation of his 
powers; ſince the bleſſings of the one are, like 
their author, of ſhort and uncertain duration, 
while the evils which may ariſe from the other, 
are as laſting as its continuance. The object of 
our preſent petition is a particular branch of 
that baneful tree, whoſe © faults have brought 
death and ruin to our political world; it is for a 
reform of the public expenditure, than which 
nothing can be imagined more juſt in itſelf, or 


more neceſſary to be at. preſent urged. Shame 


and 
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and ruin are the inevitable conſequetites of pub: 
lic as well as private prodigality ; and no mari 


can be expet᷑ted to contribs freely to the ſer- 


the words of the pieſotic fpeaker of the Houſe 
of Commons, what was liberally beſtowed ſhall 
be wiſely applied; and, as I am no fpeaker iti 
the Houſe of Commons, nor in expeRation of 4 
Chief Juſticeſhip, I may perhaps add; honeſtly. 

Whoever; indeed, will caſt the moſt ſuperfi- 
tial view upon the public accounts for the laſt 
dentury, will ſee fuch waſte and profuſion of the 
people's property, ſuch a ſhameful coniphance 
with the mos r ExORBITANT DEMANDS Of 
nn CROWN, ſuch à neglett, or rathet ſuch 4 
determined oppoſition to every public enquiry, 


ſuch 4 connivance dt fraud, ſuch a ſympathy 
wich guilt, that he will be equally aſtoniſtied at the 
© Suditity of our partiaments which have dared to 


mortgage the public credit for two hündred 
millions, and at the patierice of this people which 
has ſuffered it: 2 5 | 
The objettions which are brought againſt the 
preſent meaſute, are almoſt too frivolous to de- 
ſerve an anſwer, We ate told, that this is no 


time to weaken the hands of miniſters, but rather 


to atm them with additional powers; no time to 
delibetate about our grievances; but to att with 


\ vigour againſt the foe : but ſurely; he beſt ena- 


| bles 
* Now ncar four hundred millions, 1194. 
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ble this nation. tq Ener is vigour: againſt: hk 


foe, who removes the obſtacles which have this | 
_ ſhento impeded j tz and as to additional powers, 
| before we grant them, it is, perhaps, enpedien 
to demand ſome account of thoſe we have als 
ready confided. No government can be formi- 
dable to external foes, till it is loved and re. 
{pected at home, till it merit the confidence, ant 
GRANT THE HONEST WISHES OF THE PEOPLE. 
We know 100 well, that the only hopes - 
redreſs are in the hour of anxiety and dangery 
when the weight of the people is felt in the ſeule 
of empires, and miniſtery themſelves are afraid 
to exaſperate beyond @ certain point.. Nor are 
we ignorant with what diſdain the petitions of - 
the nation againſt the exciſe, againſt the 
nial bill, and for expelling the dependa 
the crown from amongſt our . 
AND FOR EVERY USEPUL rea, has been 
treated for the laſt century. The hour is: n 4 
come, when you mult aſſert your fuperinending 
' power in the government, or abandon it for ever, 
PuBLIC ABUSES, GENTLEMEN, Vs CORMERR Þ 
FYEMSELVES; on the contrary, baviog once. | 
| been tolerated, they become inveterate ; and 
though no fairneſs of title, or antiguity of pofleſ 
ſion, was ever able to prevent a government fromm 
encroaching upon the privileges of their ſubje ds 
yew! to wre a the clan for a * 5 
41 
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ſtant, is often . a reaſon againſt the people for | 


REFUSING THAT CLAIM ron EVER. 
For theſe reaſons, I muſt end as I have be. 


gun, wich exhorting you to bend the whole 


weight of your attention to the reform of public 


- abuſes, and the renewal of the conſtitution. 


This can only be»done by sHorRTENING THE 
DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS, and by 1N- 
TRODUCING A MORE EQUAL REPRESENTA=- 
ion. When theſe-points have been obtained, 
the nation will be enabled to exert all the wiſdom, 
valour and reſolution it poſſeſſes, in its own de. 
fence; and if we fail then, we deſerve to fall for 
ever. TiLL THEN, EVERY INFERIOR RE 
FORM ATON 18s LESS THAN NOTHING; it is 
mutting the gates, when the enemy are in poſſeſ- 

fion of the walls, or ſtopping a-chink in the public 
mounds, when the tide of ſhame and ruin is pour. 
ing in at a thouſand. breaches. In our preſent 


If circumſtances, IT IS AN INSULT TO 
— SENSE, A MOCKERY OF 


OUR FEELINGS, TO SAY THAT WE 


| | ARE REPRESENTED: THERE 1s NOT 


| 


I 
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A SINGLE IDEA ATTACHED TO 


it THE: TERM, A SINGLE DEFINITION 


WHICH CAN BE GIVEN OF IT, 


ſl WHICH IS NOT GROSSLY VIOLATED 
IN THE ELECTION OF AN HOUSE 


or ee NOR IS THERE A 


Pet SINGLE, 


it 
MH 
ö 


4 1 5 


2 SINGLE ARGUMENT WHICH cn 


BE - BROUGHT, TO PROVE THAT 


HOUSE REPRESENTS GREAT BRI. 


+ 
os 


TAIN, BY WHICH IT MAY | NOT+ + , 


EQUALLY BE ' PROVED, THAT Tr 2 
REPRESENTS FRANCE, SPAIN, THE 


INDIES, ALL EUROPE, OR 22 
WORLD ITSELF. / 

Theſe, gentlemen, are, or ought to be, a 
of your meetings and aſſociations, they are the 


great ends to which you are called by every hos 


neſt and independent man, who, ſolely intent - 


upon his country's good, looks down with equal 
indifference both on miniſters and oppoſitions - 
who aſks no favour, ſolicits no patronage, and, 
while he ſcorns alike to lend his aid to power 


or fation, devotes himſelf a willing viktim to 1 


the public cauſe. Nor think that I am exhort- 


ing you to a dangerous, although a difficult, un- 
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dertaking: I know that there are times, wben 


the public evils are ſo deſperate as to deter ho- 
neſt men from attempting a cure; but theſe 
times are not yet arrived - and that they never 
may, I exhort you not to loſe the preſent mo- 
ment. Let your petitions be expreſſed with 4 

decent, but a manly boldneſs; let your voices 


riſe, not like the voices of a tumultuous rabble,* 


@ name with which you are always honoured by 


* Since greatly refined and im oved by Mr. Penſionet 
Forks in the Swinifh Multutude, - » 


% 


£4 


1 = A * 
3 


28 4. 
the fycophlants of a coan; who are raifet uu 
tde public fpoits to inſuk the public cnlatnities 1 
bot with the irreſiſtible ſortce of a wel difciplined 
Arnd, that neither provokes por feats hoſtilities. 
©; After a calm of the longeſt duration, the ſpi- 
rit of the people is at length excited; and 1 fee 
4 ſtorm gathering, which may he fatal to its 
enemies. It is yours, ye free and independent 
chinens, ye uncorrupted remains of a wiſe and 

valiant people, to direct this tide of national 
zeal, to its proper object, not to ſuffet it to be 
diverted into a thouſand ſcanty ſtreams, but to 
voll it full againſt the loftieſt bulwarks of oppreſ- 
Gon z they will not reſiſt its rage, they will be 
levelled with the ground, and leave you an eaſy 
victory, attended with the ſublimeft glory 
which mortals can attain, that of being the PAs 
TRES PATRIKE, THE SAVIQURS- OP 
YOUR. COUNTRY, AND THE. RE. 
STORERS OF 8 an 2b. 
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"The lo wieg Terre ſimilar titions, 
pointed 8887555 DING COMMITTEES. "_ 


Yorkſhire, Eſſex, Somerſetſhire, Surry, Devonſhire, 
Buckinghamſhire, ab, Bedford DEC 2 
rihaze,' Suſſex, Rent agg rkſhire, 
Ex Huntingdon % Cheſhire, Hampſhixe, Wiltſhire, 
Bere; „ CanbridgrMire ire, Nott iuoghanmiſhire, Cum 
Northamptonſhire, Suffolk, Northumberland, 
Doh ire, Denbigh, recknockſhire, London, Weſtminſ. 
** Yorl, New eaſtte, Nottingham, Gloucoſter, Briſtol, 


ambrigge, Herford,! Readin 56 e 


{1 


1 


